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Group Bursaries
Frequently asked questions (FAQs)
(Unless indicated, all information provided below relates to both Category 1 and 2 group bursary activity)
1. What is the maximum number of individuals we can have on a group bursary application? There is no maximum number but you should be mindful of the difficulties of organising and managing a large group.

2. Do all applicants have to have had published research output? No. The scheme is attempting to provide colleagues who have not had opportunities to research and publish to work along side those more experienced in these activities. The spirit of the scheme is to assist new and emerging researchers to link with more established individuals. A mix of experience is desirable.
3. Can my institution be involved in more than one group bursary application? Yes this is possible but applicants are reminded that the aim of this scheme is to build up networks and develop research capacity within the education departments and research groups throughout Wales.

4. Can my institution apply as the “lead” institution in more than one group bursary application?  Yes, it may be the case that two sets of particular expertise are located in one institution and this may mean that it is appropriate. However, remember funding is limited and the answer to Q3 above also applies here.

5. Can an individual be involved in more than one group bursary application? Yes, especially if it is anticipated that they will be preparing two research proposals which are likely to be submitted to different funding bodies.
6. Can the MENTOR come from outside Wales or will the judging panel prefer a mentor from inside Wales? The mentor who must be an experienced researcher with a track record of publications and research grant experience can come from Wales or beyond its borders. The mentor’s “skill mix” is important for the focus of the envisaged research proposal.

7. If a mentor is designated from inside the collaborative research team, can they still be eligible to receive the mentor fee? This is possible if the “insider” has the requisite knowledge and experience. It may also be possible to “vire” the Mentor fees for other appropriate activities if a sound case with necessary details is made in the “Indicative costings “
8. Are there stipulations or rules about how the funds must be utilised, for example could a successful group use some of the award to pay a doctoral student or research assistant to conduct a literature search? This example would receive a ”yes”, however the aim of WERN’s bursary scheme is to enhance capacity for educational research in Wales and there may well be a learning gain for one of the applicants to undertake a research task like a literature search.

9. Are applicants meant to participate in research training as part of the award period? Can the money be used to facilitate research training in research design or particular methods training? Yes, it is an expectation that some applicants should undertake some training and the WERN executive will be organising some key inputs such as Mentoring Surgeries to assist you at the bid writing phase of your project.
10. Will the successful Award holders have to keep a financial and time record of expenses and activities? Yes, it is a reasonable expectation that award holders can account for the ways in which the bursary money was utilised.  The WERN Executive Committee’s interim and final report to HEFCW / ESRC and the External evaluation will need to include this information.  The overall responsibility for the management and administration of the monies awarded will rest with the Lead Applicant/Institution.  However, each group member will need to liaise with their own Institution’s Finance Department to ensure that monies owed are claimed within stipulated timeframes (see Terms and Conditions document).  Each Institution will also need to keep supporting documentation relating to monies claimed which may be requested by WERN, HEFCW or the ESRC at any time during or after the end of the project period.
11. If we are successful in our funding application for a group bursary but do not manage to produce a polished research proposal in the time frame, what will happen? The participants will have up to 7 months in which to collaborate to develop and write a proposal. Other outcomes may include a preliminary thematic literature review; some scoping or pilot work on research instruments; exploratory access negotiations; preparation of documents for Ethical Approval Committees. Some secondary data analysis might also be conducted during the Bursary period especially if it informs the rationale for the research proposal. All of these activities are valuable outcomes and a short seminar /conference presentation involving group bursary members may also take place at a Colloquium in late spring.
12. What happens if the eventual Research proposal is submitted to a research council or other funding organisation and is successful in gaining funding? Will we have to repay the bursary?  Not at all!  Indeed a successful research grant application will be a success indicator for the WERN Pilot scheme.

13. Who will decide if an application is to receive funding? An Advisory Group of 8 highly experienced academics and stakeholders with knowledge of the education field in Wales, track records of successful research bidding to Research Councils and Funding Organisations, as well as experience of assessing / reviewing  Research Grant Applications (for example ESRC; Nuffield; Leverhulme Trust; ACCAC; Wales Assembly Government; DFEE etc.).  Details of the assessment criteria for Category 1 and 2 applications can be found in the Notes for Applicants.
14. How long will it take for us to learn of the application’s outcome? Eight copies of the application must be submitted by 30th October, 2008 and it is anticipated that outcomes will be circulated before the end of November, 2008.
15. Will applications receive a grading or helpful formative/constructive feedback from the reviewing panel?  In the spirit of helping colleagues to build up collaborative networks and identify productive ways forward, constructive feed back will be provided for each Group bursary application.

16. Will we be required to share and disseminate the processes and experiences of the Group Bursary Scheme to other members of WERN?  If successful your Group may be required to attend and give a short presentation or poster at a special Colloquium event in late spring.  Small project fund holders (Category 2) will be required to provide a report that will be placed on the WERN website.
17. What funding bodies and organisations are available which allocate funds for educational research? Please see the WERN  Virtual Research Environment (VRE) at http://groups.tlrp.org (you will need to register the first time you use it to get a username and password) for lists of organisations and their web site addresses.
18. Is it essential to fill in details of a category or call for research grant applications on Section C of the application form? No, such details are only required if you are responding to a specific call or thematic priority.

19. Can I expect my institution to support me? Yes there is an expectation from HEFCW that institutions will provide appropriate support to facilitate your collaborative work in the development of a research proposal (for example, time, match-funding etc.).
20. How is “education” research being defined? The RAE education definition will be adopted. Please see http://www.rae.ac.uk/panels/main/k/edu/ 
21. Who will take responsibility for the financial management of any monies awarded?

The lead institution/applicant will be responsible for the financial management of any 

monies awarded.  This means that all applicants associated with a funded application

should liaise with their Institutions Financial Officer early in the process to ensure that

invoices are submitted to the lead Institution promptly (as advised in 10 above).  Delays in this process could lead to funds not being available (e.g. at the end of the project).  This advice also applies to the lead applicant – you should ensure that your Finance Department are advised of the

partner institutions from the beginning.  

22.
What is the difference between the Category 1 and 2 Group Bursary Schemes?


Category 1 funding relates to the writing of a research proposal.  It is expected that up to


£ 12,000 per group will be awarded, but that this amount will be matched by those Institutions involved.  Proposals should focus on strategic themes which are relevant to the Welsh Assembly 


Government’s research agenda.  Applications are open to all – including those that were involved in WERN’s first phase of activity.  An opportunity exists here to reapply, refine and resubmit a previous bid that may not have attracted funding in the first round.  Regional Mentor Surgeries


will be scheduled during the early part of your application process so as to provide support,


guidance and advice on the development of your proposal prior to submission (details to follow).  Groups should appoint a Mentor who is a highly regarded and experienced researcher – the aim being to provide guidance, advice and support to the group through meeting on an occasional basis.  The funds awarded are to cover the costs involved in:  paying for a Mentor, facilitate group meetings/collaboration, for buying out staff time, travel and subsistence costs, paying for materials etc.  It is expected that a proposal to a funding organisation will be completed during the bursary period.  The assessment criteria for funding can be found in the Notes for Guidance.  

The closing date for applications is 30th October, 2008.  The funding period (project duration) will run from 1st December, 2008 – 30th June, 2008.

Category 2 funding relates to small projects funding.  It is expected that up to £5,000 per group


will be awarded, but that this amount will be matched by those Institutions involved.  Each group


will define and outline the nature of their proposed project, but it is envisaged that this will be some small scale substantive research activity, such as piloting instruments, interrogating data sets, conducting a scoping study, co-authoring a publication/conference paper etc.  The activity should be grounded in previous work of high quality such as the projects of the TLRP, and should seek to apply this knowledge in a Welsh context.  For example, exploring the application of a data gathering instrument, perhaps used in a previous project, in a new context of particular relevance to Wales.  It is expected that the learning and outcomes from your small project will be made available to the wider research community by a report that will be placed on the WERN website.  The assessment criteria for funding can be found on the Notes for Guidance.

The closing date for application is 30th October, 2008.  The funding period (project duration) will run from 1st December, 2008 – 30th June, 2008.

23.
What constitutes acceptable match funding and where will it come from?

Institutional support is essential and WERN require evidence, in the form of an indicative


costing statement, which will show how each Institution is supporting the development


of a bid and will continue to do so if a bid is successful in attracting a bursary award.  Each Institution is regarded as a collaborative partner working with WERN and other higher education institutions in Wales to develop educational research capacity.  Match funding may come from:


own funding sources; funding in-kind; grants and contributions from other relevant sources.  
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