An exploration into young children's thinking skills in the Foundation Phase in Wales
There were two aspects to the project.

The first was part of a scoping survey into the teaching of thinking skills in primary schools at the moment. The team designed and piloted a questionnaire to establish how teachers of Foundation Phase aged children (3-7 years) currently plan for the teaching of thinking skills. The questionnaire was piloted in two Local Education Authorities in England. The questionnaire responses indicated that the questions were appropriate, and provided an insight into the teaching of thinking skills. Initial analysis indicated a range of strategies are being used, and that thinking skills are seen as having high priority in some schools, but not in all. Response rates were approximately 30%, indicating that the researchers need to consider strategies to improve this when the questionnaire is sent to Welsh LEAs. One strategy could be to work with Advisory staff from Local Education Authorities (LEAs). The advisory teacher for thinking skills in Neath Port Talbot LEA indicated that this would be advantageous for both the research team and the LEA, and it is hoped that other LEA’s would also feel this way. This possibility will be explored in the Autumn.

The second part of the project sought to find a strategy that would allow researchers to gain a better understanding of young children’s ability to think metacognitively. After an initial pilot of suitable video cameras to use with young children, piloting of Video Simulated Reflective Dialogue (VSRD) was conducted in two schools. Children were asked to work in pairs and trained to video episodes of ‘good thinking’ amongst their peers. They then discussed their beliefs about thinking with the researchers. The technique was able to be used in Year 1 and Year 2 classes, with children able to grasp the technicalities of using the video cameras successfully. The children were able to discuss their videos with varying degrees of sophistication. Further analysis of the data collected will allow the team to further consider how VSRD could be employed as one technique to explore children's   perceptions of the nature of thinking; their awareness of their own thinking and the nature and extent of children’s metacognition in Year s one and two.

