Invitation to apply for the WERN  Group Bursary Scheme 2008-9
Background

The Welsh Education Research Network (WERN) has been funded by the ESRC and HEFCW for a pilot phase between 1st October 2007 and 30th June 2008, and this has now been extended to 31st July 2009. The aim of the Network is to develop educational research capacity, by building a collaborative partnership, which shares expertise, between all the higher education institutions (HEIs) with education and related departments in Wales. Its membership comprises Aberystwyth University, Bangor University, Cardiff University, Glyndwr University (formerly NEWI), The Open University in Wales, Swansea Metropolitan University, Swansea University, Trinity College Carmarthen, University of Glamorgan, University of Wales Institute Cardiff (UWIC) and University of Wales Newport.
The Group Bursary Scheme provides funding to groups of colleagues, to work collaboratively across different institutions in Wales, to develop and submit a bid to a research funding organisation. It is essential that the mix of experience and expertise in the groups should have the potential to build the educational research capacity of its members. The Scheme worked successfully during 2007-8 and it has been decided continue and extend it to include two categories.
The Group Bursary Scheme

Category 1 Writing a Research Proposal
The funding available would be up to £12,000 per group, but it is expected that this funding will be matched by institutions. All groups must include a mentor who is a highly regarded and experienced researcher and who will meet with the group on an occasional basis to provide guidance and advice. The funding must be used to pay for a mentor and to enable the group to meet and collaborate, specific uses could include buying out staff time, travel and subsistence costs, paying for materials etc. Applications are invited from groups whose work will focus on strategic themes relevant to the Welsh Assembly Government research agenda. It is expected that a proposal to a funding organisation will be completed during the bursary period.
Criteria for funding

1. Collaboration between at least two Welsh HEIs evident in the composition of the applicant group.

2. Capacity building potential in the mix of applicants.

3. The scholarly quality of the application and its potential to produce a high quality research proposal.

4. The value to Wales and specifically to the research agenda of the WAG. (details of the priority areas can be found in the DCELLS Evidence Plan, available on request from the WERN office)
5. The likelihood of the subsequent proposal to attract funding from a funding organisation.
6. Value for money including indication of matched funding.

Application process

Further details and application forms will be available on the WERN website (www.wern.ac.uk) on  the 15th September 2008. Applications should be submitted by the 30th October 2008. The applications will be judged by the WERN Advisory Group ( a group of impartial academics and stakeholders of high standing)  and applicants will be informed of the outcome before the end of November. The period of funding will run from the 1st December 2008 to the 30th June 2009.

Category 2 Small project Funding
Funding available will be up to £5,000 per group but it is expected that this funding will be matched by institutions. The nature of the project will be specified by the applicant group but will be small scale substantive research activity such as piloting instruments, interrogating data sets, conducting a scoping study, co-authoring a publication/conference paper. They should be grounded in previous work of high quality such as the projects of the TLRP, and seek to apply this knowledge in a Welsh context. For example exploring the application of a data gathering instrument, perhaps used in a previous project, in a new context of particular relevance to Wales. It is expected that the learning and outcomes from the small project will be made available to the wider research community by a report that will be placed on the WERN website.
Criteria for funding

1. Collaboration between at least two Welsh HEIs evident in the composition of the applicant group.

2. Capacity building potential in the mix of applicants.

3. The scholarly quality of the application and whether it builds upon previous work of good standing such as TLRP projects. At least one of the projects funded will examine the application of the findings of the TLRP projects in a Welsh context.

4. The potential of the small project to develop capacity and  contribute to sustainable change within and/or across institutions.

5. The value to Wales and specifically to the research agenda of the WAG. (details of the priority areas can be found in the DCELLS Evidence Plan available on request from the WERN office)

 6. Value for money including indication of matched funding.

Application process

Further details and application forms will be available on the WERN website (www. wern.ac.uk) on 15th September 2008. Applications should be submitted by the 30th October 2008. The applications will be judged by the WERN Advisory Group ( a group of impartial academics and stakeholders of high standing)  and applicants will be informed of the outcome before the end of November. The period of funding will run from the 1st December 2008 to the 30th June 2009.

