BURSARY GROUP FINAL REPORT
Rural Education

May 2008

Progress Update

A ‘Rural Education’ group was formulated in December following successful bid to the Welsh Education Research Network (WERN) for one of the bursary awards that were offered to encourage capacity building in educational research in Wales with the view of supporting new and inexperienced researchers on a research project that would have importance and relevance to Wales. As such the ‘Rural Education’ group draws on 12 members (10 from Aberystwyth University across departments and two from Cardiff University) and given the WERN bursary award has met on several occasions to discuss and identify opportunities for research into rural education. Following a broad overview of the key emerging issues from the literature on rural education it has been agreed to focus primarily on ‘Partnership Working in Rural Education in Wales’. This has been justified on the grounds that:
· Development of 14-19 Learning Pathways – partnership is required to deliver (followed the Alternative Curriculum);

· Centralising agenda by WAG for partnership approaches in education;

· Geographical Pathfinders (ELWa) – 6 surveys: how partnerships can be created along geographical lines rather than authority boundaries (also related to post-16 Alternative Curriculum);

· Many partnerships are uncoordinated, overlapping and repetitive;

· Response by WAG to partnership working in education is generally less well developed as it is in other areas (more so for the skills agenda);

· Provision of rural (area-based) services, economies of scale and sparsely populated areas;

· Accessibility (social and physical) to services in rural areas is a key concern;

· Educational needs of rural populations – links to rural economies and rural labour markets – under-researched area

Consequently in order to take this forward we propose to undertake a scoping study as an initial investigation that will inform the development of a larger research project, with the following specific aims:
1. To establish the context and significance of partnerships in rural education in Wales;

2. To identify key issues in partnership working as perceived by stakeholders and practitioners;

3. To identify possible case studies for a larger project.
With these aims in mind, an application has been submitted to the Joy Welch Education Charitable Trust to undertake this scoping study. In the meantime, to ensure sustainability of the project a seminar on ‘Partnerships’ is being held on June 11th at Cardiff University. Various stakeholders with experience of being involved or managing successful collaborative networks are being invited to attend. The focus of the seminar is to gather information on such things as: the purpose of the networks (being discussed), how they were established, how they are managed and funded, their strengths and weaknesses, factors contributing to their success as well as limiting factor, and any insights into stakeholder and users views and experiences of involvement in the networks.  
Capacity Building Achievements
· Collaboration between two universities and three departments within Aberystwyth university;
· Opportunity to meet to share knowledge and experiences;
· Opportunity for new researchers to work with more experienced people;
· A sub-group of 4 new researchers collaborated on the poster design  and the PowerPoint presentation for the WERN colloquium;
· The bursary group colloquium presentation was delivered by a new researcher;
· One new researcher collaborated with the group leader on the research bid to the Joy Welch Education Charitable Trust;
· An undergraduate student has been involved as a group member from the start;
· The undergraduate student was assigned to undertake literature reviews on rural education and partnerships;

· The research opportunity has motivated the student to undertake a major dissertation for her degree on rural partnerships;
· One new researcher is now considering doing a PhD;

· A partnership seminar is being arranged for June 11th which will involve 6 key stakeholders with experience of collaborative networking;

· The group leader has been invited to attend the Partnership Meeting of Careers Wales West in July
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